Sociology 98Wb—]Junior Tutorial
Fall 2013 Term, W 11-1
Instructor: Kaia Stern

Race, Poverty, and Justice

Race, Poverty and Justice surveys some of the key topics in urban sociology, focusing on major social
problems in American cities. With particular attention to factors associated with crime, such as poverty,
race, education, gender and unemployment, the course draws from different academic, media and
narrative sources. Our focus on urban communities of concentrated poverty is intended to challenge
students to think about policy solutions to complex problems. How do we respond to under-resourced
schools, violence, joblessness, drug addiction and incarceration? Our methodological focus will be on
qualitative data collection that includes ethnography and interviews. The last three weeks of the semester
will be reserved for students to present original research projects designed to address the problems
discussed in class. Questions for consideration: In what ways do various political, economic and religious
ideologies shape our understandings of race? What kinds of practices lead us out of poverty? How do we
understand justice? An optional visit to at least one Massachusetts state jail/prison will be incorporated
into the curriculum.
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